
 

 

 

The Reporter 

Based on this, the definition of the 

hobby really includes collecting kits. 

I’m sure the reasons people have for 

accumulating such large stashes are 

as varied as the reasons we build 

kits. 

Most of us, at least in our minds in-

tend to build everything in our stash 

and that’s justification enough. 

Sound reasoning for me personally. 

With approximately eighty kits and 

a build rate of six a year I’ll build by 

entire stash by the time I retire. As-

suming of course that I do not pur-

chase any more kits before then! 

Now I know this will not happen. I 

usually buy kits of unusual aircraft 

I’m interested in or for particular 

projects. I do not always by the lat-

est release or just buy for the sake of 

buying. 

Others may buy with the idea of kits 

growing in value over time. Some 

may purchase and resell some or 

many of their kits. And yet others 

probably just enjoy being able to 

open that box, look over the parts, 

instructions, decals, and imagine 

the finished kit in their display case. 

The answer to the question? We 

build and collect! 

Another successful annual club 

auction was the highlight of our 

April meeting. Quite a few mem-

bers bid on and won an impressive 

number of kits. This got me to 

thinking about a question that is 

often asked about the hobby. Are 

we building or building collec-

tions? 

I found a couple of definitions of 

our hobby. This one from Wikipe-

dia, “Model building as a hobby 

involves the creation of models ei-

ther from kits or from materials 

and components acquired by the 

builder.” Merriam-Webster’s defi-

nition is “a small but exact copy 

<a scale model of a ship>”. So by 

definition it is the building of 

models. 

But there is no ignoring the fact 

that many of us have large stash-

es or collections if you will of un-

built model kits. I myself have 

eighty or so kits. Several of our 

members have collections that run 

into the hundreds if not over a 

thousand. There are also websites 

such as myhobbyinfo.com where 

you can build a database of your 

stash. Myhobbyinfo.com currently 

has 2,026 members with 76,955 

kits in their stashes! 

Building or Building Collections? 

by Tom Reese 
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Newsletter content  

 

Gents I’m putting out the call again. Help me 

to keep the newsletter interesting and rele-

vant.  

 

As always I greatly appreciate all of your in-

put and couldn’t publish this news letter 

without you help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune up for the 2016 National Convention.  

 

Are you attending and entering models in this 

year’s National Convention? If so, bring you 

models to NIMCON V. We have a number of 

judges with extensive experience at the region-

al and national levels. 

 

This is a chance to get an honest review of your 

models before going to the National. Take ad-

vantage of it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Briefing Room  

By Tom Reese  

Presidentõs Message  
My sincerest thanks go to all of you who participated in the Annual Auction last month. Your 

generosity, not only when buying kits, but also in the quality of the kits you donated, was in-

spiring. We did very well and had many kits chosen for our NIMCON 5 raffle. I must also 

praise your honesty. We had a minute of panic when the EXCEL program crashed, but you 

came through with the best estimate of what you spent up to that point.  That allowed us to 

record sales manually and carry on. Proceeds from this event will help offset our expenditures 

at NIMCON, particularly the raffle.  One last word about NIMCON, I encourage each of you to 

make your best effort to help with the myriad of jobs the night before the show in setting-up 

and the day of the show. An hour of your time will be greatly appreciated. For our monthly 

meeting, Steve Day will give us a demo on Iwata’s airbrushes. Here’s you chance to see and get 

your hands on the latest quality airbrushes from Iwata. Don’t forget to bring a model for our 

theme: “my model is ship” which refers to anything used on or under the water. 

Phil  

I NEED YOUR NEWS-

LETTER INPUT!  
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Many modelers become history geeks just by 

doing research on their favorite topics, be it air-

craft, ships, figures or tanks. Car modelers 

sometimes amaze me be their knowledge of 

which colors of paint and trim were available 

from which manufacturer in what year. So, it is 

no shocker that these books may be of great in-

terest to many folks at LRSM. 

 

Last December, I received Ian Toll’s 2011 first 

volume,  Pacific Crucible,  in soft cover as a 

Christmas gift, and a welcome one at that. 

Even just snatching hours here and there, I 

burned through over 600 pages in less than two 

weeks. No sooner had I put it down  in January 

than I ordered volume 2, The Conquering Tide, 

available for now in only hard cover, but I was 

willing to pay the cost. The 650 pages of this 

book are almost all read by now.  

 

So, what makes these works any different from 

the many and varied that have been on the 

shelves for years already?  Mainly, Ian Toll has 

made the story readable and interesting.  He 

has accessed memoirs, diaries and interviews of 

the people who were there. That in itself is not 

new, but he ranges from the admirals (US, Al-

lied and Japanese) to the individual pilot, sub-

marine yeoman , marine and war correspond-

ent.  In a quite conversational manner, you get 

the picture from theater-wide to just-this-fox 

hole. Big events or small ones -- Which islands 

to attack or a bar brawl in Australia. 

 

Many of us are conversant with the narrative 

of the Pacific in WWII: Pearl Harbor, Mid-

way, island hopping,  Europe First versus 

Beat the Japs, Mac Arthur vs Nimitz, etc. 

Toll takes the effort to fill in some of the de-

tails of those headlines as well as filling in 

the gaps with interesting stories. For in-

stance, he follows Admiral Halsey on his car-

rier raids against Japanese held atolls and 

islands in March and April 1942 after Pearl 

Harbor and before the Doolittle Raid. At one 

point, the US Navy’s few carriers were sneak-

ing up on enemy held islands with practically 

no charts of the area! Halsey had to be ready 

to bolt and run from land based planes to pro-

tect his remaining flat tops, so he was very 

alert . While on the  carrier’s bridge at night 

approaching such an island, Halsey thought 

he felt wind-blown sand on his face and or-

dered a major course correction to avoid 

Two Thirds of a Book Review 

Volumes 1 and 2 of Ian Tollôs Pacific 
War Trilogy 

Pacific Crucible and The Conquering 
Tide 

By Ned Ricks 

IPMS Lakes Region Scale Modelers 
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grounding. Turns out, it was actually loose sug-

ar that  was being poured into coffee one deck 

up. 

 

With information in these books, it turns out 

that the side-bar detail in John Wayne’s old 

movie,  Operation Pacific, about the US having 

bad torpedo detonators,  was accurate.  Another 

story was about damage control on carriers and 

the precaution of  emptying aircraft refueling 

hoses and filling them with inert gases to cut 

down the risk of fire.  The cast of characters 

gets more real-life to them -- I did not know 

that Admiral Earnest King (CNO)  spent his 

nights on a small US Navy vessel tied up in the 

river near Washington, DC, as his “flagship.”  

Admiral Chester Nimitz relaxed by shooting 

targets with .22 and .45 pistols near his Hawaii 

headquarters. He walked to work each day. 

 

Another story that filled in a bit of history for 

me were the details of Butch O’Hare’s final mis-

sion.  After his famous Medal of Honor earning 

flight, he was sent stateside but returned to the 

fight. He had organized a night interceptor  

flight to detect and attack incoming Japanese 

anti-ship bombers using two fighters and one 

Avenger with a radar. It was during  one of 

these that he was lost. 

 

These books don’t have as many contemporane-

ous  photos as “coffee table” type books, a valu-

able resource for modelers to be sure.  The color 

and insight provided by the written words will 

more than make up for any such shortcoming 

in my opinion.  

 

I enjoyed these two books and I look forward to 

the final volume. 
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Raffle preview  

1/25  AMT õ58 Chevy Impala  

1/72 TAN Model HÜRKUS -A  1/72 Airfix Hawk 81 -A-2  

1/48 Trumpeter T -38C Talon II  

 
 

1/48 Revell F -89C Scorpion  1/35 IBG Chevrolet C15TA  
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Monthly Show & Tell Themes and programs  

January 2016  Holiday Party  Club Contest  

February  òItõs Alive!ó - Concept / 

Experimental Vehicles  

Son Of Man Cave & 

Photo Etch Demo by 

Robert Raver  

March  òMy Next Masterpieceó 

WIP Builds  

Build Night & Judging 

by Walt Fink & Super 

Raffle  

April  Club Auction  No Program  

May  My Model is a Ship  Iwata Demo by Steve 

Day  

June  òLob or Dropó Any ar-

mor or aircraft that 

sends bad things to the 

target  

2015 Airventure Re-

view & Super Raffle  

July  òGround Poundersó 

Tanks, Armored Cars, 

Guns  

How to light models by 

Matt Stowell  

August  All Quiet on the West-

ern Front - WW1 era 

kits  

A day in the life USN 

Flight Cadet by Walt 

Fink  

September  The Tom Reese Classic 

Plastic Show - Pre 1980 

Kits  

Pizza Night & Super 

Raffle  

October  Shep Paine Tribute 

Night - Any Diorama, 

Figure, or Vignette  

TBD  

November  I love the smell of sty-

rene at the Fountains. 

Anything from Vi-

etnam War.  

Build Night  

December  òAces Wildó Any tank 

of aircraft associated 

with an ace.  

TBD & Super Raffle  
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   N I M C O N  5 
(Fifth Annual  Northern  Illinois Model  Contest)  

Saturday,  May  21, 2016      9:00AM  to 4:00PM 

McHenry  County  College  

8900 US Hwy 14, Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60012 

Gold/Silver/Bronze  "Chicago  Rules" Judging   

Armor  Judged  by  AMPS Chicagoland  

Special  άMasterέ category  for previous  National,  Regional,  

and  NIMCON  Winners 

Fees: $5 entry;  $10 entry  and  contest  registration  which  includes  5 

models,  each  additional  model  is $1  

Children  12 and  under  are  free , active  duty  military  are  free  

Vendors,  Raffle,  Trophies, Food  by  WGW Foods 

for more  info  visit: www.lakesregionmodelers.com  
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Upcoming Events 

May 21, 2016  CRYSTAL 

LAKE,      

Illinois 

Region 5 

NIMCON 5  

Contact: PHIL PIGNATARO 

PHIL.PIGNATARO@ME.CO

M  

June 11, 2016 Overland 

Park, Kansas 

Region 5 - 

Midwest  

Heartland Model Car Na-

tionals  

Contact: Vern Lyon - 

vernlyon04@gmail.com  

June 25, 2016 Eagle River, 

Wisconsin 

Region 5 

''Spring in the Pines'' 3rd 

Annual Model Contest and 

Swap Meet  

Contact: James W. Unger - un-

gerjp@charter.net 

June 25, 2016 Branson, 

Missouri 

Region 5 - 

Midwest  

MOSS CON 2016  

Contact: Nate Jones - ipms-

moss@hotmail.com  

August 3, 2016 Columbia, 

South Caroli-

na 

Region 12 - 

Central At-

lantic  

2016 IPMS/USA National 

Convention  

Contact: Peter Maher - 

opus575@gmail.com  

August 7, 2016  Crystal Lake, 

Illinois 

Region 5 - 

Midwest  

GTR Summer NNL 9  

Contact: Chuck Herrmann - 

gtrchab@yahoo.com   

Support local hobby firms:  
 

Minicraft Models 
 

Americaõs Best Hobby 
865 Maplewood 
Itasca, IL 60143 
630-467-1102 

 
Hobby Town USA of Lake In The Hills 

9200 Pyott Rd at Imhoff Road 
Lake In The Hills Il 60156 

847-658-1515 
 

Hobby Town USA of Schaumburg 
247 West Golf Road 

Schaumburg, IL  
847-490-0900 

 
Hobby Town USA of  Rockford 

3782 N Alpine Rd, Rockford, IL 61114  
(815) 282-0727 

 
Royal Hobby Shop 

3920 E State St, Rockford, IL 61108 
(815) 399-1771 

 
Hobby Town USA of Lake Geneva 

168 E Geneva Square, Lake  
Geneva, WI 53147 

(262) 729-4053 
 

Panther Hobby Supply 
8041 South 13th St. 

Oak Creek, WI 53154 
(414) 762-3777 

 
 



 

 

 
JOIN/RENEW LAKES REGION SCALE MODELERS  

Name ____________________________________________ Telephone (_______) _________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________________________  State ____________ Zip:__________ 

IPMS membership # ____________________________________  Exp. Date_______________________ 

Additional Family Members: ______________________________________________________________ 

  
 
 
 
  
Dues: $10.00 per year    Make checks payable to Lakes Region Scale Modelers    

  

E-mail: 

Tom Reese 

1300 Meghan Ave. 

Algonquin, IL 60102 

Chapter Contact : Neil Butler email at Ex-

cenMod@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor: Tom Reese email at tlbjreese@att.net  

 

 

President Phil Pignataro email at 

phil.pignataro@me.com 

Vice President: Robert Raver email at rrrav-

er@gmail.com  

Treasurer:   Tom Reese email at tlbjreese@att.net  

Secretary & Membership Chairman:  John Graham 

email at  cubflyer1940@yahoo.com 

 

IPMS/ Lakes Region Scale Modelers Chapter contacts  
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