
 

 

 

The Reporter 

Mix all of these together, shake gently 

and voilà  you have home made acrylic 

thinner at roughly 12% of the retail cost 

of Tamiyaõs acrylic thinner. Use this as 

you would use Tamiyaõs thinner. 

Fred Drehobl volunteered to mix up a 

batch and report back to us with his 

results. We look forward to hearing how 

it works and thank John for sharing 

this with us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On every home video based televi-

sion show the first thing you see is 

the disclaimer òdo not attempt this at 

homeó. Well here is a little chemistry 

you can actually try at home!  

At our February meeting John Gra-

ham did a demo on how to make a 

home made equivalent to store 

bought acrylic thinner.  

John came across a You Tube video 

on the internet of someone making 

thinner for acrylic paints using com-

monly available ingredients. It is 

said to perform much like Tamiya X -

20A thinner at a fraction of the cost. 

So John gave it a go and found that it 

indeed performed well. Following is 

the recipe he shared with us.  

All of the ingredients can be pur-

chased from Walmart or on Amazon. 

The quantities listed here make of a 

520ml (17.5 oz.) bottle of thinner.  

¶ 333ml (11.3 oz.) of distilled water 

(about 2/3 of the mixture)  

¶ 167ml (5.6 oz. or about 1/3 of the 

mixture) of isopropyl alcohol (the 

99% variety if you can find it)  

¶ 10ml (1/3 oz.) fluid retarder. This 

can be found in the arts & crafts 

section. Winsor & Newton make 

this product.  

¶ 10ml (1/3 oz.) flow improver. Also 

available from Winsor & Newton.  

Do try this at home 
by Tom Reese 
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Show & Tell  

Between the Wars Years 
Photos & captions courtesy  of Tom Reese  

 

Tom Reese:  Trumpeterõs 1/72  Hawker Sea 

Fury is a cool kit. The wings folded option is prob-

ably easier  than the wings down. This was bui lt  

OOB except for brass tubing for the guns & pitot 

tube. The wing tip lights are painted stretched 

sprue covered with Micro Scale Krystal Klear.  

William Wallace: Williamõs been on a 

stretch of Gundam kits as of late. I definitely 

like the colors!  

 Tom Reese: Iõve recently been afflicted 

with that disease of starting multiple kits and 

not finishing anything. Lots of WIP that is 

close to the painting stage. Stay tuned!  

Clark Farrell: I very nice P -40F from Clark. 

This is AMTõs 1/48 P-40F. Clark says this OOB 

build was a fun one and was happy to get some-

thing off the bench! The markings are of  an air-

craft from 329th fighter group, 12th Air Force 

during Operation Torch.  
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Mike Kellner: Mike built Hasegawaõs 1/72 

B-47E for an IPMS review. This is a reissue 

of  a 40 year old kit. Mike finished this 

Stratojet in all weather colors and added pi-

lots to fill the spartan cockpit. I still think 

this is the best looking bomber we've ever 

had! 

Don Norton: This diorama is titled òLife is 

Goodó and depicts Russian troops taking a break 

towards the end of the war. In return for build-

ing figures for MRC Don received kits and these 

were the inspiration for his diorama.  

Ned Ricks: It was great to see Ned back at our 

meeting and we hope to see him more. Ned built 

Airfixõs new 1/72 Bristol Blenheim MK1 for an IPMS 

review. Ned could not say enough about the quality 

of the new Airfix kits and we agree!  

Ned Ricks: Ned took a plain bust of 

George Washington and sculpted the 

uniform from Milliput. He used Hum-

brol enamels, printers ink and artists 

oils to finish this figure . 
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Dave Haas: This is AZ Models 1/144 

Fokker F VII A circa 1926. This aircraft 

was the forerunner of Tri Motor. Dave 

says this was a difficult build but the 

result was worth the effort!  

Dave Haas: Another usual subject. The 

N1A1 LK -1 Fanera 2 (translates to plywood 

2) was a Russian lifting body design from 

1933. The 1/72 Mikro Mir kit required ex-

tensive scratch building by Dave.  

Art Giovannoni: Art is getting into 

Dave Haasõs realm with this 1/144 Rev-

ell F6F -3 Hellcat. The markings are of 

Capt. Dick Stambookõs mount with VF-

27 on the U.S.S. Princeton in 1944.  

Art Giovannoni: The 5000th P -38 

built by Lockheed was a J model which 

was painted red and christened 

òYippeeó. The acrylic discs to replicate 

the spinning props is a nice touch!  


